TUXFORD

TOWN COUNCIL

2025/062
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting of Tuxford Town Council to be held The
Beeches Community Centre, Birch Court Tuxford at 7.00 pm on Thursday 18
September 2025

PRESENT: Clirs N Birkett, C Cook, G Frost, J Moorhouse (Chair), | Nicholls, and M
Richards

IN ATTENDANCE: Clerk and 8 members of the public

Inform Members and the Public (if any are in attendance) that the meeting is
being recorded.

FCO069 Apologies for Absence: Clir S Richardson (District Councillor duties), ClIr L
Page (work commitments) and Clir R Walker (holiday). Apologies were received from
District Councillor E Griffin and County Councillor W Limber.

FCO070 Declarations of Interest:

There were no declarations of interest declared.

FCO071 Minutes of the previous meeting held on 17 July 2025 (folio ref 2025/048-
056) and the Minutes of the Finance and Services Committee on 03 July 2025
(folio ref 2025/043-045) and the Planning Committee on 03 July 2025 (folio ref
2025/046-047)

Full Council Minutes (folio ref 2025/048-056)

RESOLVED: Proposed by Clir GF proposed, seconded by ClIr NB, all in favour that
the minutes of the above meeting are an accurate record and were signed by the
chair of the meeting.

Finance and Services Committee Minutes (folio ref 2025/043-045)

RESOLVED: Proposed by Clir GF proposed, seconded by Clir MR, all in favour that
the minutes of the above meeting are an accurate record and were signed by the
chair of the meeting.

Planning Committee Minutes (folio ref 2025/046-0476)

RESOLVED: Proposed by Clir GF proposed, seconded by Clir MR, all in favour that
the minutes of the above meeting are an accurate record and were signed by the
chair of the meeting.

FC072 Summary of Actions
FC204 - 20.03.2025 — Newark Road Parking — See item FC080 below

FC043 - 26.06.2025 — Parking Permits. The clerk has contacted Bassetlaw District
Council to enquire about their schemes. Update: Chased numerous times, D Clir EG
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has been copied into correspondence with Bassetlaw District Council but still no
reply.

FC063 — 17.07.2025 — Gilbert Avenue Access — See item FCO76 below.
FC065 — 17.07.2025 — Submit Planning Comments — done

FC066 — 17.07.2025 — Bollards. District Council have confirmed that the potential to
replace the bollards is a possibility and contact is liaising with NCC.

FCO073 District / County Councillor Reports

District Councillor Report. (submitted in their absence due to a clashing BDC
meeting) Clir JM read out the report.

£600 awarded to Tuxford Youth Football Club from councillors’ annual fund (Clir
Griffin, ClIr Stanniland and CliIr Richardson), in addition to £2,000 raised from local
charities/businesses. Funds transferred and work will begin at Gilbert Avenue with
goal posts due within two weeks.

e Levelling Up: improvements underway — Crusty Cob refurbished; exterior
works at the chemist to begin shortly.

o Clerk liaising with Karen Tarburton on ongoing projects.

o Extraordinary BDC meeting dates published a year in advance; hopes to
avoid future clashes. Councillor remains available for contact at any time.

County Councillor Report.

County Councillor Warren Limber was not in attendance, and although a report was
requested - no report was submitted.

FC074 Town Plan and Neighbourhood Plan Update — submitted by Clir R Walker
(read out by Clerk — as Clir RW was not in attendance)

Report written by Clir RW and distributed to all councillors prior to the meeting - Keith
Rutherford was in the public gallery and available for questions.

e Housing Needs Assessment (HNA): AECOM methodology does not consider
equity from sold houses in affordability. No change possible; local impact
assessment will be carried out.

« Call for Sites (CFS): Final report received. 12 potentially suitable sites
identified, including 3 “partially suitable” (owned by one entity - discussions
underway). Once resolved, CFS will be published.

« Unitary Authority: Central Gov. has confirmed no further funding for local
planning. Future authority changes may overturn current housing allocations
(expected 2027/28). A resident questionnaire (current response: 91/3,000) is
underway to determine housing ambition; councillors asked to promote.
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e Youth Engagement: Work underway by Mr S Wright and Mr A Scott to involve
young people; further updates to follow.

o Next Steps: Draft NP close to completion. Four required statutory documents
remain (Basic Conditions, Consultation Statement, SEA/HRA Screening,
Review Statement). Work can be shared between consultant Helen and NP
lead to reduce cost.

« Reminder: To date, £20K external funding secured and extensive volunteer
effort invested, with no direct cost to residents.

All councillors noted, with no comment.

Motion - Funding Request: Proposal that TTC allocate up to £10,000 to complete the
NP (covering consultancy support and local engagement). Actual spend may be less
if in-house drafting reduces Helen’s input.

RESOLVED: Proposed by ClIr JM, seconded by Clir MR, all in favour to allocate
£10,000 in principle towards completing the Neighbourhood Plan and Clerk to re-
locate funds and liaise with Clir RW when he requires funds within the budget.

Keith Rutherford thanked council for supporting the completion and advised that the
NP group would look to update council by mid-November 2025.

FCO075 Finance

All following paperwork was sent electronically to all members prior to the meeting
and paper copies were given to the Chair to authorise in the presence of members
and any public present.

a) To approve invoices for payment (Appendix e)
Payments on the report were approved and signed.
Bank Transfers totaling: £33,970.86
Direct Debits totaling: £5,940.72
Debit Card payments totaling: £489.33
Cheque payments totaling: £0.00.

Income received totaling: - £6,340.71

RESOLVED: Clir GF advised she had checked through the above and agreed with
the totals. Proposed by Clir IN seconded by Clir GF, all in favour.

b) Bank Reconciliation/Budget Variation (Appendix f)

Bank Account Balance at 01.09.2025 of £68,600.04 Co-op Bank Current
Account, £24,660.04 Co-op Bank Saving Account, £37,441.16 Hampshire
Trust Bank, and £100.00 Petty Cash float.

Clerk/RFO gave all members an up-to-date report on the expenditure, receipts,
variances up to and including 01 September 2025, which was sent in advance of the
meeting.
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RESOLVED: Clir GF advised she had checked through the above and agreed with
the totals. Proposed by Clir GF seconded by Clir MR, all in favour.

c) To Note AGAR — External Auditors Report and Certificate 2024/25

Clerk issued report prior to meeting. External Audit completed with no concerns or
recommendations from PFK Littlejohn.

Members noted — there were no comments.
F076 — GILBERT AVENUE - Access

Access Issues: The Clerk reported that three quotes had been obtained for
motorcycle inhibitor gates.

RESOLVED: Proposed by Clir MR, seconded by Clir IN, all in favour that the council
purchase 2 motor inhibitor entrances (to be sited near the car park and outside gym).

ACTION: Clerk to purchase and liaise with ClIr SR to install with the assistance of
the grounds maintenance team.

Goal Posts (update): Clerk advised that the goal posts have been received and
awaiting ClIr SR to arrange to get them installed, apparently within two weeks’ time.

FCO077 TO REVIEW AND APPROVE THE FOLLOWING POLICIES

o Investment Strategy

RESOLVED: Proposed by Clir GF and Seconded by Clir MR, all in favour approve
the policy.

o Financial Regulations - Revised
RESOLVED: Proposed by Clir GF and Seconded by Clir IN, all in favour approve the
policy.

o Standing Orders - Revised
RESOLVED: Proposed by CliIr IN and Seconded by Clir GF, all in favour approve the
policies.
FC078 TO RATIFY THE FOLLOWING POLICIES

Data Protection Policy

Subject Access Request Policy
Data Protection Breach Policy
Privacy Notice

0 O O O

RESOLVED Proposed by Clir GF and Seconded by Clir MR, all in favour approve
the policies.
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FC079 PLANNING APPLICATION

Paperwork was sent electronically to all members prior to the meeting. Links to
planning applications are also listed on the town council website.

Clir JM read out the criteria required when determining making decisions of planning
applications — this was also electronically issued to all councillors.

27 Orchard Crescent, Tuxford — Planning Application 25/00963/HSE

RESOLVED Proposed by Clir JM and Seconded by Clir IN to agree support the
planning application.

9 Eldon Street, Tuxford — Planning Application 25/00949/PDN

RESOLVED Proposed by Cllr JM and Seconded by Clir MR to agree support the
planning application.

This planning application was received after the agenda was issued but had been
distributed to all councillors prior to the meeting. Clerk to submit comments and to be
ratified at the October full council meeting.

ACTION: Clerk to submit comments on behalf of the town council to Bassetlaw
District Council

FC080 NEWARK ROAD CAR PARK
Loan Repayment Report — Clerk had submitted report
Car Parking Strategy — Clerk had created and submitted report.

A draft strategy was presented covering Newark Road Car Park, street parking,
school parking issues, and future expansion options. Key aims are to improve
access, support local businesses, reduce congestion, and align with the
Neighbourhood Plan. Proposals include marked/reserved bays, possible short-stay
free parking with modest charges thereafter, improved signage/lighting, resident
permit schemes, school engagement, and potential shared-use agreements with
local landowners. Legal, financial and enforcement implications noted.

Item was deferred to 16 October 2025 meeting.

ACTION: ClIir MR to organise a meeting with Clir SR and Clir IN now that they have
the information, they requested from the clerk to determine what (if any) proposal
they wish to put to council.

FC081 TO RECEIVE ITEMS FOR INFORMATION:
Clerk Report

Members noted the contents of the clerk report. This report is listed on the town
council website.
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Items for information:

o Request from a member of the public for the town council to note that they
have submitted a report to NCC regarding the condition of the road on
Ashvale Road, junction with Lodge Lane, whilst also informing County Council
Limber. They wished for the town council to be aware.

o Tuxford Community Events Grant Application — Request has been received.
Clerk to approve as it’s within the budget code and ratify by council at the 16
October 2025 meeting

o Personnel request has been received regarding annualised hours. That
member of staff attended the meeting and agreed that a personnel committee
meeting would be called to consider their request.

ACTION: Clerk to call a personnel committee meeting.

o Councillor Application: Clerk advised that an application has been received
but it was too late to be considered at this meeting. That member of the public
was present at the meeting and expressed the council should have an open-
ended agenda item in case councillor applications are received and that the
clerk was on annual leave and the agenda was issued early.

By law, under the Local Government Act 1972, the council can only make
decisions on items that have been published on the agenda. The agenda for
this meeting was lawfully issued two weeks ago, and the matter of co-option
was not included. This means the council cannot legally consider or decide
upon any application tonight.

Local Government Act 1972 — Schedule 12, Paragraph 10(2)

"... summons to attend the meeting, specifying the business proposed to be
transacted at the meeting, shall, subject to sub-paragraph (4) below, be
signed by the proper officer and delivered to every member of the council at
their usual place of residence or such other address as has been previously
notified in writing to the proper officer by the member not less than three clear
days before the meeting."

The key part is: “not less than three clear days before the meeting”.

That’s the minimum notice period.

There is nothing in law that prevents the clerk from issuing agendas earlier.
o Clerk — Annual Leave to note — 27 October 2025 to 12 November 2025

All accepted and noted.
Future Agenda Iltems:
Clir GF — Christmas Market Update

Clir NB — Remembrance Day
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FC082 Questions from Members of the Public

e One member of the public asked for the council to consider placing the
access gate at the end of the field connecting Clinton Gardens

ACTION: Clerk to liaise with Clir RW to obtain an update on the pathway connecting
Clinton Gardens to Gilbert Avenue and then request an update from Nottinghamshire
County Council.

¢ One member of the public asked for an update on the purchase of The
Beeches Community Centre.

They were advised that there is no update but when there was one no decision will
be made without public consultation in the first instance.

e One member of the public asked a planning question that the town council
has previously put to Bassetlaw District Council.

ACTION: Clerk to follow this up and report the information back to the member of the
public directly.

e One member of the public asked whether the Town Council had been
consulted regarding the potential devolution changes proposed for
Nottinghamshire, which could see the existing district councils reduced to two
larger “unitary” councils. He expressed concern about the possible impact on
Tuxford, noting that when funds are made available under such a structure, all
of the former smaller councils would be competing for the same financial
resources.

e The resident queried whether both the District Councillor and County
Councillor for the area were actively representing and “fighting the corner” for
Tuxford in these discussions, whether they were directly involved in the
process, and if they would be providing updates to the community as matters
progressed.

e He also raised the issue of the Neighbourhood Plan, asking whether there
was any point in continuing the work on this if the proposed devolution
arrangements might mean it would not be implemented. He requested that the
Town Council investigate further to clarify what the changes may mean for
Tuxford and report back with any information obtained.

ACTION: The Council noted the concerns raised and agreed to seek further
information from the District and County Councillors and to request clarification
regarding the potential implications for the Neighbourhood Plan and local funding
allocations.
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FC083 Date of next meeting 16 October 2025

With there being no further business, the meeting closed at 7:56pm

CHAIRMAN'’S SIGNATURE.......ccoo DATE ...l



