Appendix m

TUXFORD

TOWN COUNCIL

CLERK/RFO REPORT - FULL COUNCIL
ON 17 July 2025

1. FAULT REPORTING
The following faults have been reported to the relevant authorities this month:

e Bassetlaw District Council — Damaged streetlight (hit by a ‘hit and run’ lorry
but was witnessed) Birch Court, Tuxford

2. ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ASKED AT THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING
HELD ON THURSDAY 26 JUNE 2025

Question:

o A member of the public asked a question about the Newark Road Car Park
and why we have not had a Survey completed and it has gone on too long?

The Town Council has approached the brewery that owns the car park on a number
of occasions to explore the possibility of purchasing the site. However, the brewery
has made it clear that, as a general rule, they do not sell off their assets. While they
have indicated that they are willing to consider a formal proposal from the Town
Council, they have also reiterated that this does not necessarily mean they will
accept any offer or agree to sell the land.

Given this uncertainty, the Council has held off on commissioning a full survey at this
stage, as it would not be prudent to incur public expense without a reasonable
prospect of progressing further. We understand the importance of this site to the
community and will continue to monitor the situation and engage with the brewery
where appropriate.

Question:

o Why has a Public Meeting still not happened with regard to the purchase of
The Beeches as people around here do not want it.

This matter was addressed in the Clerk’s Report, of 15 May 2025, which is publicly
available on the Town Council’'s website. To reiterate, the Town Council remains
committed to transparency and community involvement. No final decision will be
made without proper public consultation and the opportunity for residents to share
their views.

Arrangements for a public meeting and wider consultation will be made once we are
in a position to provide clear and accurate information. Until then, the proposal
remains in principle only.
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There is currently no further update, and we kindly ask that the same questions are
not repeatedly raised. When there is progress, the community will be informed, and
full engagement will take place at the appropriate time.

We appreciate your continued interest and patience.
Question:

o In view of the ‘state of the Council’, lack of administration etc should the Chair
not be standing down?

The Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer has retracted her resignation and
remains in post, which provides stability and continuity for the Council’s
administration moving forward.

With regard to the Chair, there is no requirement for them to step down. The Chair
was duly elected by the Council and continues to carry out their duties in line with the
responsibilities of the role. The Council is focused on addressing current challenges
and continuing to serve the community to the best of its ability.

Question:

o Why has the Funding for Tuxford stopped at the bridge.

The boundary for what is considered the “town centre” — which determines where the
funding is directed — has been set by Bassetlaw District Council. Unfortunately,
areas on the other side of the A1 bridge have not been included within that
designated centre and therefore do not currently fall within the funded area.

We understand the frustration and will continue to raise these concerns with
Bassetlaw where appropriate.

Question:

o With the Clerks leaving their posts there has to be concern about the General
Powers this Council holds and what is happening with regard to replacement
of the Clerks.

Clerk/RFO status: The Clerk & Responsible Financial Officer has retracted her
resignation and remains in post, ensuring administrative continuity.

Councillor composition: Under the Localism Act 2011, to qualify for, and retain, the
GPC a council must have at least two-thirds of its members elected (rather than
co-opted). Currently, fewer than two-thirds of this Council’s seats are held by elected
members.

Effect on GPC: Despite having a CiLCA-qualified clerk, the Council would lose its
GPC at the next formal review if the two-thirds threshold is not met. However, by
statute, the existing GPC remains in force until the first meeting after the next
parish/town council elections.

Next parish/town elections: These are scheduled for Thursday 6 May 2027, after
which the Council will formally determine its eligibility for the GPC at the Annual
Meeting.
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We trust this clarifies the position.
3. INCREASED PARKING ON NEWARK ROAD

It has been noted that there is an increase in the number of vehicles parked along
Newark Road.

While this has not been officially confirmed, | have been informed that Diverse
Academies previously operated an administrative office in Retford which has now
closed.

As a result, administrative staff are reportedly now based at Tuxford Primary
Academy, which may account for the increased volume of parked cars in the area.

4. REQUEST TO STRAIGHTEN PARKING BOLLARDS - Eldon Street

Following a resident concern, | would welcome councillors' views on whether the
Town Council maintenance team could straighten the misaligned NCC owned
bollards, purely to restore their intended safety function.

They are not broken or damaged, just leaning and this action would not pose a risk
to third parties. However, we would likely need prior agreement from Via/NCC as
they are not our assets. NCC has previously declined to repair them, stating they are
not a priority.

If councillors are not in favour of this approach, | propose the Chair of the meeting
raises the matter with the new County Councillor (if they are in attendance) on behalf
of residents.



